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Fayette County 

Historical Society

195 Lee Street

P.O. Box 421

Fayetteville, GA 30214

Phone: (770) 716-6020

www.HistoryFayetteCoGa.org

From Our Society President

Dear Members:

The Historical Society was organized to preserve Fayette County’s history.  The history of the county that needs the most from the Society currently is the county cemeteries.  The Society inventoried all the know cemeteries and published a book showing what exist. Recently several people have requested help from the Society to protect or preserve a family or former church cemetery.  

The Union Chapel Cemetery is in the side yard of a house for sale. The one marker remains, but the part of the cemetery marked by field stones has been damaged at some time.  

The Fayetteville City Cemetery was vandalized some time last week around Halloween. One of the oldest table markers was broken.

Members of the Tyrone Town Council are working to correct the problems at the Watson Cemetery in Tyrone. This cemetery is to be surveyed and pins set to denote this cemetery’s boundaries. 

Fayette County cemeteries include cemeteries in adjoining counties.  For example, the Carson Family Rest Baptist Church cemetery on Highway 74 in Fairburn was once in Fayette County.  The cemetery is behind a business and the descendants are having problems assessing the site. 

With all these problems, we did have one project to go right.  Philip Crane directed the cleanup and improvements at the Jennings Family Cemetery in Peachtree City as his Eagle Project.  This cemetery includes the Speer Family. 

Tony Parrott

FAYETTEVILLE NEWS

                       October 1, 1909 

 

 The Wild West and Far East Show 

 

     Many interesting features will be seen with the Buffalo Bill and Pawnee Bill Exhibition

 

     Much interest has been aroused in this vicinity through the announced appearance of Buffalo Bill's Wild west and Pawnee Bill's Far East show at Atlanta, Oct 20.  

     Col. Wm. F. Cody, the original and only "Buffalo Bill", travels with the big exhibition and positively appears at every performance, rain or shine, arrangements have been made with the railroad officials to run excursions at special rates from the various stations along the line and there will be special provisions for the accommodation of those who wish to visit the exhibition. The small boy and grown up Buffalo Bill will be the chief attraction, for his fame is not dimmed by the years that have elapsed since he helped write the story of the west through his heroic deeds.

 

Composer of "Dixie"

Daniel Decatur Emmett to be memorialized

Monument to be erected

 

     Committee of well known Southerners will meet in Nashville to perfect plans to raise funds.

     As to the form of the memorial, it is believed that the committee and those whom they call into consultation will favor a simple shaft of granite or marble.

     The poem was written and set to music in the summer of 1859.

     The last appearance of Emmett was in the winter of 1896-7. While on tour that season the aged minstrel celebrated his 84 natal anniversary at Dallas, Txs and the Daughters of the Confederacy there presented the old gentleman with a gold watch. 

     In the spring he sickened and retired to his home in Mount Vernon, Ohio, lost to public attention and memory until his death in July 1904.

 

Researched and submitted by CB Glover
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November Meeting

Our speaker for the November 18, 2007 meeting will be Huie Bray.  The meeting will be at the Research Center at 195 Lee Street at 3 p.m.

Mr. Bray served in the Navy during World War II and was stationed in the Pacific. After his time in service he came back to Fayette County and started as a brick mason, then a subcontractor and finally a builder of homes. 

Mr. Bray served as a volunteer in the county in the emergency service and later became the volunteer fire chief, a position he held until the fire and emergency service became a paid department of the county.  

Mr. Bray served as a Scout Master and was award the Silver Beaver, Scouting highest volunteer award. He has been awarded a 50 year pin for his service in the Kiwanis Club and the Chamber of Commerce recognized him with the Dreambuilders Award. 

TONSIL CLINIC

On June 1, 1938, the Fayette County chapter of the American Auxiliary sponsored a tonsil clinic at the Post House in Fayetteville. Twenty-three patients were operated on by Drs. Ayres and Reed of Atlanta and Dr. Busey of Fayetteville. The patient was required to pay $15 in advance. They were required to furnish their own cot, mattress, linen, quilt, two towels and a pillow, all marked with their name. An unexpected perk to this was a visit from the author of “Gone With The Wind”, Margaret Mitchell, who was visiting the Public Library. She had been invited to “look in” on the tonsil clinic being held at that same time.

Submitted by Betty Anne Sims

.
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DONATIONS

Fayette County High School “Tigers” directories from Juanita Blanton

Georgia: Land of Many Dreams; Margaret Shakespeare and 

Doc Holliday: The Life and Legend; Gary L. Roberts from Tony Parrott

“Token of Love” Album (1860’s) – Malissa E. Clements Bennett, Family Tree – Henry Hinton Thompson, Portrait –Charles Clements, Lindsey Photographs and other unknown photographs, from Jeanne Brewer.

Publications Available For Sale

The Heritage Book of Fayette County, Georgia

$59.75 plus 5.00 p & h

Fayette County Cemeteries 

$25.00 + 5.00 p & h

19th & Early 20th Century Places of Worship in Fayette County $1.00 + $1.00 p & h. (This is the 2001 photograph calendar.)

19th & Early 20th Century Fayette County Industries $1.00 + $1.00 p & h. (This is the 2000 photograph calendar.)

19th & Early 20th Century Fayette County Schools $1.00 + $1.00 p & h. (This is the 1999 photograph calendar.)

. 

19th & Early 20th Century Fayette County Houses $1.00 + $1.00 p & h. (This is the 2006 photograph calendar.)

Jane Strickland donated some miscellaneous papers from her mother and grandmother, included is the 1939 and 1942 Poll tax paid receipt by Mrs. G. J. Stinchcomb, receipts from Redwine Brother’s funeral Home, graduation invitation Class of 1936 and a Fraternal Union dues receipt of G. Stinchcomb.

Fayette Portraits Volume 9, Spring 1997

Fayette Portraits Volume 16, 2004

Fayette Portraits Volume 19 Spring 2007.
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